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World Association of Press Councils (WAPC) General Assembly and Executive Council Meeting
Nairobi Kenya, May 2-4, 2013
Nairobi Declaration
	
The World Association of Press Councils (WAPC) held its General Assembly and Executive Council meeting in Nairobi on 2-4 May 2013, hosted by the Media Council Kenya (MCK). The meeting was held in conjunction with World Press Freedom Day celebrations, which also included the Regional Journalists’ Convention and the Second Annual Journalism Excellence Awards (AJEA).

The WAPC members congratulated MCK for its excellent work in holding these events and for the contribution thus made to freedom of communication. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Convention theme focused on Safety, Security, and Protection of Journalists in a Self-Regulating Context and Implications for East Africanization of the Media. His Excellency, the President Hon. Uhuru Kenyatta, C.G.H. presided. The Convention provided a forum for both Kenyan and International speakers to share information and best practices on the theme. Attendees agreed to further working together for press freedom and excellence in journalism. 

WAPC representatives enthusiastically welcomed President Kenyatta’s commitment to a free and independent media. Kajubi Mukajanga, WAPC President and Media Council Tanzania Executive Secretary, observed:
“There is not a nation on earth that cannot improve its media freedoms, and members of the WAPC need to work tirelessly in partnership with media practitioners and civil society to help accomplish this result.”

The WAPC offers congratulations to the winners of the various Journalism Excellence awards. WAPC members observe that such high standards in journalism are themselves compelling arguments for media freedom.

The WAPC welcomed the Seychelles Media Commission as an Associate Member and looks forward to future consultations in the cause of improving the media climate in the Seychelles. 

Further, the WAPC Delegates acknowledged that the world faces a rising tide of hostility toward journalists and media workers in virtually all member countries. WAPC resolved to raise its voice against oppressive laws, acts of impunity, and other intimidation that stifle a free and independent media.
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